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POLYMERS 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICT ION REQUIREMENT 

In the Official Action mailed December 18, 2002, the Examiner imposed a restriction 
requirement on the present claims. In particular, the present claims were divided into two 
inventions: Group I (Claims 1-12) drawn to a comb polymer; and Group II (Claims 13-27) 
drawn to a hair composition comprising a comb polymer. The Examiner argues that inventions I 

and II should be considered separately because they recite a product and a Drocess_oijise. 

In response to this restriction requirement, Applicants hereby elect ~ 



'Group I (Claims 1-12) 



with traverse. It is respectfully submitted that the claims of Group II are, like the claims of 
Group I, actually directed to a product and not to a process of use. Therefore, it is believed that 
these groups should be examined together in the present application. Furthermore, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the inventions of Groups I and II are sufficiently related such that the 
burden imposed on the Examiner in examining the inventions together are significantly less than 
the burden imposed on the Applicants in paying for the filing and prosecution of separate 
applications for these groups. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the restriction 
requirement be withdrawn and Claim 1-27 be examined together in the present case. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examination of 
this case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this application can be expedited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those, which may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of lime are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
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therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 

. Respectfully submitted, 




Andrew T. Meunier 
Registration No. 40,726 



Customer No, 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Atlanta Office (404) 881-7000 

Fax Atlanta Office (404) 881-7777 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify thai ihis paper is being facsimile Transmitted to the Patent 
and Trademark Office al Fax No. (703) 305-3592 on ihe date shown below. 

Andrew T. Meunier 

(Type^priiu name of person signing certification.) 
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I hereby certify thai this correspondence is being deposited wilh the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Paienis, 
Washington, TXT 20231, on January 14, 2003, 
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This facsimile message and its contents are legally privilege* and confident*! uMn M^JJ^ 
the use of the addressee. If the reader f this message is not the intended rec.p.ent, you are hereby notified 
Sat any dSemination, distribution, copying or ther use of this message and its contents .M^ 
Ir hibUed. If you have received this telecopy in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and return 
the original message to us at the address sh wn below via the Postal Service. Thank You. FAX HgCg/ \/g 
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One Atlantic Center GROl ID * 
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